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Absentee voter
registration opportunity
SGA will provide the opportunity for
students to register to vote or obtain an
absentee ballot every day next week,
except Wednesday, 1-10 hours in the
commons. IAIT provided laptops will
have the DeclareYourself.com website
open for students to register to vote
in their home state and to print off
absentee ballot request forms.
“Rose-Hulman tends to be a sheltered
environment,” said SGA Executive
Director Stefani Vande Lune. “This is
one way we’re trying to bring political
awareness to campus.”
SGA will make a lockbox available
for students to turn in their absentee
ballots before the election.
By Bob Schulein

Arleen Anderson
accepts position at
Embry-Riddle, AZ
Arleen Anderson, currently an Associate Director of Career Services,
has accepted a position as Director of
Career Services at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott, AZ. Today is her last day on campus.
“I took [the job] because it gave me
an opportunity to expand my horizons
on many levels. First, I’ve lived in [Indiana] all my life. Having reared my children to believe that this whole world
is their back yard, it was now time for
me to move beyond the little patch that
I’ve come to know so well,“ Anderson
said.
Anderson also remarked that, “Having the directorship responsibilities will
expose me to another level of working
- this will be my first exposure to fulltime management and administration.
This will move me beyond doing just
the hands-on tasks that I honestly do
enjoy to being responsible for the operation and success of the entire office
and its functions.“
Anderson has been at Rose-Hulman
for seven years, the last two of which
have been in the position of Associate
Director.

Friday
Sunny 82 Hi / 54 Lo
Saturday
Sunny 85 Hi / 67 Lo
Provided by www.weather.com
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Meet President Midgley

News Briefs

By Lissa Avery

OF

O

n September 3, exactly 28 years and
one day after the
Thorn’s first official interview with the last
Rose-Hulman President, we
conducted our first interview
with its current president, Dr.
Jack Midgley. The following
is an excerpt from that interview. A special webpage containing photos and the full
interview can be accessed on
the Thorn’s website.
Thorn: What is your first
priority as president of RoseHulman?
Midgley: My first task is
to become part of the community. I’m working hard on
that by spending a lot of time
listening to all the different
communities
that make up
Rose-Hulman:
students,
staff
and faculty,
alumni, employers, the
people who
invest
in
Rose-Hulman, parents,
foundations,
companies,
our Board of Trustees. A lot of
different voices all contribute
to the Rose-Hulman conversation and I’m trying to make
sure I have a very clear picture of how we do what we do,
what’s important to us, what
our hopes are. Those are the

most important things for me
to do. The first task for me is
to really understand and that’s
what I’m really working on.
Thorn: Right now, what
should be the focus of RoseHulman?
Midgley: What it always
has been – on the education
of undergraduates for careers
in engineering and science. I
don’t think anything that I’ve
learned suggests that is likely
to change, needs to change, or
is even possible to change.
Thorn: What are your ideas
of undergraduate research
and how they should play into
undergraduate education?
Midgley: If you look at the
history, where we’ve been, the
Rose-Hulman experience has
always been about bringing
together
the theoretical and
the practical. It has
been part
of the discussion
about what
a
RoseHulman
education
needs to
be
since
the 1870s. The ability to experience the creation of new
knowledge, the ability to
participate in a real-world
engineering project and understand how the world of
professional practice works:
that’s our objective. It’s very

I want to make
sure that we do
not rest on our
laurels but keep
making
progress.

Bob Schulein / Co-Editor-in-Chief

President Midgley addressed the campus after the first day
of classes, stressing his committment to continuing the “converstation” that is Rose-Hulman.
clear. I think everyone agrees
that that kind of real world
experience needs to remain,
as it always has been, part of
what we do at Rose-Hulman.
Thorn: It is believed the
Lemelson Foundation turned
down financing ECE senior
design projects this year due
to a lack of marketing and
business knowledge on this
campus. Have you considered suggesting or pushing for
more business-related course
work?
Midgley: It goes back to
what makes the Rose-Hulman
experience unique and valuable. What our employers and
corporate sponsors have told
me is that they really value the
combination of deep science
and engineering expertise
with some business acumen
and what are often called the
soft skills – communication,

project management, some
business and financial understanding. As the engineering
professions keep evolving,
the premium on the soft skills
becomes much higher, even
at the entry level. We have
to think through how to take
those experiences and knowledge and put them right into
the design sequences that we
do, the engineering that we deliver, so that it’s not something
that’s viewed as tacked on, but
it’s part of the design course.
Thorn: What steps have
been taken to make the campus more diverse?
Midgley: We’ve increased
in the class of 2008 and the
classes that will follow the
amount of aid that is available
to our highly qualified minority students.

Continued on Page 3...

Midgley addresses campus, allays fears
Bridget Mayer
Staff Writer
Lissa Avery
News Editor
Thursday, September 2,
President Jack Midgley delivered a brief welcoming speech
to the academic community
in the SRC Field House, expressing to students, faculty,
and staff his enthusiasm for
the school year.
The address was more than
just an opportunity to greet
fellow academics, however, as
Midgley entertained the audience and allayed fears and
uncertainties the community
felt about the beginning of his
tenure. He related that this
year will be one of “helping
the community decide where
it wants to go.” He hopes students and staff stop by his office often to discuss this.

The new school leader went systematic attention to every
on to relate the history and aspect of faculty and staff life.
He held that the community
founding of RHIT to the choices the institute is faced with still has room for growth and
today, explaining that “this that the school needs to deinstitute is more than a com- cide what it wants to be. The
new president
munity…it
expressed his
is a converWhile the
eagerness to
sation;” as
community still
the topics in
hear input and
looks “forward
a conversahas room for
to a global diation evolve,
growth, the school
logue” in the
so must the
needs to decide
next few years.
current issues in the
what it wants to be. As a closing recommunity.
mark, Midgley
entreated the
To understand where this “conversa- community to “participate fultion” is going, Midgley said, ly and deeply in the conversahe met with undergraduates tion” that is Rose-Hulman.
to discuss ways to improve the
Following the campus-wide
school. Some ideas included address, Midgley ate dinner
becoming a more globally with the leaders of campus
conscious community, mak- groups and discussed his deing better use of emergent sire to incite the campus leadtechnology, becoming more ers to bring about change. He
financially viable, and giving mentioned the oft-unused

Hatfield Hall and SRC Field
House facilities, inquiring as
to why popular bands such as
Audioslave are not brought to
campus.
Another topic raised was
the upcoming national and
state-wide elections. Campus group leaders were asked
to think of ways to bring the
outside world to the campus
using whatever means are at
their disposal, whether it be
through setting up absentee
ballot registration, or through
encouraging political debate.
When asked about the
seemingly increased concern
about insurance liability on
campus, Midgley deferred to
Pete Gustafson, Vice President for Student Affairs and
Dean of Students, who stated
that the changes on campus
are simply routine upgrades
to meet health and safety
standards.
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Screw Hollywood!
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SONKA IRISH PUB & CAFE
14th & Wabash
Est. 1933

House rental

Movie Night

Two Rose students needed to share
a large 4 bedroom, 2 bath 10-15
minutes from campus. Mostly furnished with LR, DR, large kitchen,
Rec room and attached 2-car
garage. All appliances including
dishwasher and new washer and
Homecoming Queen Contest dryer provided. Renters pay $325
per month per student plus gas
Entry forms and rules available and electricity. Landlord pays waat the Union office or by calling ter and sewer. Nine month lease
Alison Hasbargen at 235-6220. and $200 deposit required. 877Deadline: September 15, 2004 8317.

Movie night at United Campus
Ministries Thursday, Sep. 16,
7:00 p.m. Good movies, good
food, good friends! Join us.
321 N 7th St., ucm@instate.
edu

MON

TUE

Free pool 5 - Midnight
29¢ Leprechaun Wings
$1.25 Bud or Bud Lt. Pints
THU

25¢
Draft Beer

$1.50 Bud or
Bud Lt. Bottles
29¢ Leprechaun Wings

Soup, Salad
& Sandwich Special
every day
WED

$2.25 Bacardis
$2.25 Michelob Ultra
Free Munchies 5 - 7pm
or Amber Bock Pint
$2.25
Harp Irish Lager Pint
1/2 price Munchies 5-10pm
$1.25
Pint ½ + ½
Tower of onion rings, cheese stix,
Harp/Guinness
bacon cheese fries & more
FRI

Irish Happy Hour
$3.50 Bud Pitcher
Free Munchies 5 - 7pm

SAT

Hey, Keep
the Glass!

1/2 lb. Burger & Pint draft
Bud, Bud Lt., Michelob
Ultra or Amber

M u s t b e 2 1 t o e n t e r / We s u p p o r t t h e D D p r o g r a m

The Rose Thorn will be
hosting two seminars
on September 15, & 22
at 5:30 p.m. in Olin
157.
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Editing: Wednesday,
Sept. 15
Page Design:Wednesday,
Sept. 22

%  $  1  .  ,  1  *
• Write up to 10 checks per
month with no service fee
• No minimum balance required
• Two FirstPlus ATMs on campus
* There is a one-time sign up fee
of $5.95 for internet banking.

Always Close to Home
MEMBER FDIC

Join us for:

812-238-6000

•

w w w. f i r s t - o n l i n e . c o m

Attendance does not require
intention to join, and prior
experience with a newspaper is not required.

Pizza and drinks will be
served at each seminar.
SGA Senator election will be held
this Wednesday on Banner.
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Meeting President Midgley, from Page 1
We are reaching out internation- ing on financial aid? Shouldn’t
ally in ways we have not done be- we be talking about the quality
fore and I think you are going to of our laboratories and how they
see that bear fruit as early as next are increasing? The quality of our
year. I think there is a range of ad- athletic programs and how that
missions initiatives to make sure has improved from year to year.
we’re putting the school in front The superb effort that’s put forth
of candidates who maybe didn’t by the support staff. How do we
know us. U.S. News is helpful in measure that, how do we celethat regard to get the word out on brate that, how do we make sure
who we are and how good we are. it’s improving year on year? It’s
Those are all ways, but you know, not simplistic, and it’s not easy as
at the end of the day (and I think doing a poll and publishing a list
our students understand this very but those are the more meaningwell) it can come down to afford- ful questions about the future of
ability. So the affordability chal- the institution. And I don’t think
lenge is really very closely related that we should feel bad that that’s
to achieving our diversity goals.
harder to do than to publish a list
Thorn: You mentioned U.S. and say that you’re number one
News, which has been quite a big on it. I think we should think
source of debate around campus. good of the fact that we are well
What does the six consecutive thought of by our peers – that’s
years with the number one rank- very important. To remain well
ing mean to you?
thought of by our peers, we must
Midgley: It’s a great accom- constantly improve. Our instituplishment. It’s something we all tion has to lead. It’s a private enought to be very proud of and I gineering college with a focus on
think we all are very proud of. You undergraduate education. There
know, it’s nice to be recognized, are not many such institutions
for our faculty colleagues in par- in the world. For us to grow and
ticular that kind
prosper,
we
of tribute is very
have to conAny student has an
meaningful not
stantly get betabsolute right to talk ter. We can’t
just at the institutional level
follow Purdue
to the President of
but at the level
and
CalTech
the institute at any
of the individuand MIT and
al departments
Stanford and
time for any reason
that get recogthe other great
on any subject that
nized.
That’s
engineering inhe or she finds of
an indicator to
stitutions. We
our department
have to innointerest without
heads and to
vate and lead.
asking anybody
our faculty that
Thorn: Who
they’re on the
do you see as
for permission and
right track. Any
our
primary
without telling
time
people
competition?
anybody the subject
keep telling you
Midgley: This
you’re
numis a community
of the conversation.
ber one, it beand because it’s
comes harder
a community
and harder as the accolades keep we have to be careful about using
pouring in to keep in mind that words like competition. That said,
what I really need to focus on is who do we want to kind of bench“am I getting better every year?” mark ourselves against? Who do
And I want to make sure we keep we want to keep an eye on? There
that question in mind and that are a number of different sets of
we continue to set aggressive institutions. In terms of instrucimprovement targets and that tional quality we want to deterwe meet them, that we not rest mine who is delivering the finest
on our laurels but keep making undergraduate experiences in the
progress.
country. Some of those instituThorn: We’ve noticed the ban- tions are liberal arts institutions;
ners have come down. Why is some of those institutions are enthat?
gineering institutions. We should
Midgley: [laughs] Well, you be looking at those – all of them.
know, I think the banners served We should be studying them
their purpose. We’re going to ro- closely, capturing from them what
tate different banners throughout the lessons are. What are the keys
the year as the seasons change to really being outstanding in unand so forth. Like I said, we need dergraduate pedagogy and then
to be proud of the recognition acting on those lessons. Who are
that comes from U.S. News, from the best institutions in the world
Princeton Review, from a whole at faculty development? What do
range of sources but we need to they do? How do they get those
be more focused, more attentive things paid for? Let’s grab those
to making sure we are constantly practices and make sure we’re
improving.
improving on them and moving
Thorn: So we shouldn’t expect ahead. Not such a simple answer
any more shirts, hats, or cups as “what’s the list of our competiproclaiming how good we are?
tors.” Do you see why I don’t see
Midgley: [laughs] Well, I don’t a simple list as the U.S. News reknow that that adds much.
port as the single measure of our
Thorn: Clearly a ranking isn’t experience?
the only thing but it is the clearest
Thorn: How do you think we
method of comparison between compare to MIT and CalTech in
other schools. You mentioned an undergraduate experience?
a good way of showing we are a
Midgley: Well I haven’t studied
successful institution is that we at CalTech, so I don’t know, but I
are constantly improving. How have done a degree at MIT and
can we put a numerical value to have some experience with that. I
that that is easy to understand?
thought MIT was a fabulous place
Midgley: There are a lot of ways to be a graduate student. But as I
a community like this can focus saw what happened to undergrads
on where it wants to get better. at MIT, I was very concerned. It’s
For example, shouldn’t we be a place where they get some very
talking about how we’re improv- high quality students. The SAT
ing on diversity? Shouldn’t we be scores at MIT are very high but
talking about how we’re improv- it’s a place where they don’t pay

much attention to developing the
person. You’re going to have to
realize your education is fundamentally of less importance to
the institution than the development of new knowledge. Here, in
contrast, none of those things are
true. Here, the faculties’ primary
concern is with the development
of each of our students, with their
development as human beings,
not just as a research assistant.
The focus here is different – it’s
much more personal, it is much
more developmental, and I think
it’s much richer. That’s why being an undergraduate here, in
my opinion, is a finer experience
than being an undergraduate at a
great research institution.
Thorn: Recently, the Board of
Trustees approved to increase
enrollment to 2000, which is 25%
higher than the old enrollment.
The only announcement of new
academic facilities has been the
Life Sciences building to be constructed soon. Have there been
any plans made to build new facilities to keep the high standard
of classrooms and labs?
Bob Schulein / Co-Editor-in-Chief
Midgley emphasized the fact that he wishes to get to know the Rose
Midgley: We are taking a look
community before planning change.
right now at the whole physical
plant. I think it’s clear that there’s
not much slack right now – we’re agement program. Those kinds jokes are fun and at engineering
about at capacity in terms of labs of programs might be good for us schools, practical jokes are comand classrooms. We’re getting because they serve our graduates monplace. We don’t hurt people.
it done, but it’s starting to feel a throughout their careers, they Ever. And we don’t damage instilittle tight. So there are two steps our visibility as an institution and tute property. Ever. [Smiles]
here. The first step is we need also provides another vehicle for
Thorn: Do you plan on teachto be sure we’re using the space the faculty to develop their own ing a class?
Midgley: There’s a lot of conthat we have in an optimal way. skills.
Longer term, I don’t think there’s
Thorn: Do you see any need for versation happening about that
right now. I want to make sure I’m
any question that we’re going to expanded housing on campus?
need more classroom space and
Midgley: I think we need to get doing for the community what
lab space that goes well beyond a year or two experience with the the community needs me to do.
what we’re talking about in Life new apartment dorms. We are ap- I would love to teach classes at
Sciences.
proaching end of life, I think, on Rose-Hulman. I’ve taught before;
Thorn: Do you see any need to some of the older dorms – which I like it. I don’t think you can realchange the size of enrollment?
are in great shape, but they’re just ly understand a place until you’ve
Midgley: I don’t know. I think, old. I think as we replace those been in the classroom. I have to
again, we’re about at capacity in dorms over the years, they will do it. The challenge is when and
terms of the physical plant. We be with the kind of apartment- how. We’re in some conversacannot accommodate, at an ac- style dorms that we see being tions now about a course later
ceptable level of quality, a large in- constructed all over the country. this year.
Thorn: What place do you see
crease in the student body beyond There is no current plan for new
sports fitting into the Rose comwhere we are now. So if we’re go- dormitory construction.
ing to stay where we are, we have
Thorn: How do you plan to munity?
Midgley: Sports are a huge part
to add classroom capacity now. If keep an open communication
of the value we create for our stuthe faculty and the community with the student body?
decide we want to grow beyond
Midgley: First, I plan to be out dents. And I’m particularly glad
the current head count, then the and around, a lot. Second, I have to be a part of a Division III school
need for additional facilities be- an open door policy that I have where athletics are put in the
comes even more acute.
announced to the staff and the proper perspective. I think Coach
Thorn: One way to bring more faculty. The open door policy is Jenkins and the whole coaching
exposure to campus is to facili- very simple – it means that any staff here understand that our
tate more research. Do you see student has an absolute right to primary purpose here is the deexpanding the graduate program talk to the President of the insti- velopment of outstanding human
in any sense?
tute at any time beings who are educated as sciMidgley: We
for any reason entists and engineers. And sports
I don’t think you
have to think
on any subject – intercollegiate, intramural, recthrough what
that he or she reational – are key to our developcan really
the
graduate
finds of interest ment as human beings and I think
understand a place
program really
without
ask- play a very important role in our
until you’ve been in ing anybody for development as leaders.
means
here.
Thorn: How do you see Greek
Our primary fopermission and
the classroom.
cus is, and will
without telling life fitting into the overall camremain, underanybody
the pus?
Midgley: Greek life is central
graduate education. There is a subject of the conversation. If
very strongly held view within the anybody wants to talk to me, they to our campus here, has been for
faculty that an appropriately sized can do it on campus. If they want decades and will continue to be.
graduate program improves the to come to the office, all they have We expect a lot from the Greeks
quality of the undergraduate ex- to do is drop by the office or call in terms of community contribuperience. What does that mean and say, “I want to talk to Jack on tion and leadership on campus.
in terms of the size of the graduate an open door matter.” No further That is how they describe themprogram? I think it means it’s not questions will be asked and that selves and that is the expectation,
going to be immense – no one is appointment will be scheduled and I think that is the reality. The
talking about doctoral programs, immediately. Some people say, Greek organizations, because of
which puts us into a different “Wait a minute, aren’t you going to their focus, because of their very
game. Whether we need to tweak fill up the day?” No, those things nature, can and do make huge
the graduate program size at the don’t come up a lot. But if they social contributions to campus
margins remains to be seen. I do do, I want the students to know if environment, to the environment
think we have an interesting op- they want to talk to me, then they in Terre Haute, and can also help
portunity to do some professional can and no one can tell them they their members develop as leaders. We have to recognize that,
degree programs or development need anyone’s permission.
programs perhaps in Indianapolis
Thorn: What are your feelings celebrate it, and make sure the
or in other cities around Indiana of some of the practical jokes that Greeks stay focused on making
the kind of contributions they alwhere there is a real demand for occur on campus?
things like the Engineering ManMidgley: You know, practical ways have.
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This Week in Entertainment!
----On the Big Screen:
Resident Evil: Apocalypse
Dir.ected by Alexander Witt
Starring Milla Jovovich
Rated R
Criminal
Directed by Gregory Jacobs
Starring John C. Reilly
Rated R
Cellular
Directed by David R. Ellis
Starring Kim Basenger
Rated PG-13
----For Your Home Enjoyment:
“Angel” 4th Season
“Alias” 3rd Season
“Jim Henson’s Story Teller: Greek
Myths”
Clerks: 10th Anniversary
Dial M for Murder
----BOX OFFICE TOPS
1. Hero
2. Without a Paddle
3. Anacondas: The Hunt for the
Blood Orchid
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Braff plants “Garden”
Jacob P. Silvia
Entertainment Editor
I am a man with a vice. I am
constantly belittled for it, as it
is an atypical affinity, though I
require it for optimal entertainment of films. That vice: I enjoy,
greatly, non-mainstream films.
Most films released these days
are loose adaptations of books,
remakes of older movies, sequels
of popular franchises, or even
the latest trend to hit the big
screens: versus flicks. The movie
projectors have been choking on
35mm celluloid drivel these past
few months. Thankfully, “Garden
State” was not this. Rather, it was
much more.
Zach Braff (“Scrubs”) not only
starred in this film, but wrote and
directed it. This is an interesting
method of movie making, as it requires more work and devotion,
but the end product is a quasi-autobiographical empathetic trip.
Too many times, this sort of thing
would turn into a pile of self-inflating drivel, or low comedy,
but Braff seems to handle it well
enough to avoid this fate. As well,
he enlists the acting talents of Ian
Holm (“Lord of the Rings”) and
Natalie Portman (“Star Wars”) to
support the excellent writing behind the characters.
“Garden State” tells the story

of a man trying to make
it on his own in LA. Andrew Largeman (Braff)
awakens from a dream
involving a crashing
airplane to a message
left on his answering
machine from his father (Holm) telling him
the dreadful news that
his mother has died. He
returns to New Jersey
(the movie’s title makes
sense, does it not?) to attend her funeral, as well
as to catch up on old
times. He had not seen
his friends and family
for nine years, so a good
deal of time is spent focusing on Largeman’s
attempts to return home.
During a visit to the doctor for
diagnosis of his quick yet painful
headaches, he meets a girl, Sam
(Portman). The rest of the movie
focuses on their interactions with
each other.
The movie was both touching
and sad, mixing bitter with sweet.
The events focused on what was
happening to Largeman, not
straying from his perspective. Because of this, we are led to empathize with Braff’s character, who
we later learn has some dark secrets in his past which come back
to haunt him upon his return

imdb
home.
The storytelling method was
done wonderfully, as we knew
only what the main character
knew and nothing more, allowing
us to as surprised with him during each turn of his life. However,
the movie was not perfect; some
scenes did, in fact, ramble on
for too long. A particular scene
comes to mind when he first interacts with his father. Much of
the conversation consisted of
silent, nervous glances across
the room. Granted, this builds
the tension that exists between
family members who have not

been on speaking terms for almost a decade; however, it made
the movie seem much longer (as
movie time hardly ever is one-toone with real time). I suppose it is
convention-defying, yet I, myself,
was not quite ready for it.
All in all, I enjoyed the film
“Garden State.” It was real, it was
touching and it was funny. If it
had been slightly faster paced, it
would have been perfect. If you
are interested in seeing a film
that is not all about explosions,
aliens, or the damned coming
alive, I suggest you see “Garden
State.” It may just grow on you.

“Hero” comes to theaters
and saves the day
Jacob P. Silvia
Entertainment Editor

First full week of classes got
you down? I hear that delicious Papa John’s pizza is a
good cure for that.
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ONLY
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Extra Large
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Campus Only

Limited Delivery Area - Coupon Required
ORIGINAL OR THIN CRUST WHERE
AVAILABLE Expires: 5/28/04. Not valid
with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable
sales tax. Additional toppings extra.

the king suspects deceit. Nameless is told “what really happened,” according the king, who
Since the release of “Crouch- was not there in the first place,
ing Tiger, Hidden Dragon,” I have speaking more from his suspibeen hard-pressed to find a mar- cions of anyone who would attial arts film of similar caliber. tempt to approach his throne
“Iron Monkey” came close, but rather than from his tactical
“Hero” was just as good, if not knowledge gained from ruling
better.
over the land of Qin for as long as
“Hero” was originally released he had.
in 2002, hitting Chinese theaters,
Is Nameless who he really
showing off the product of cho- claims to be? Is the king too parreography combined with com- anoid, or is he justified? Other
puter animation. Two years later questions arise as the movie con, this film hit the wide release on tinues. What is fact? What is ficthe American shores.
tion? What is elaboration? What
For those of you not familiar really happened? Most questions
with “Hero,” let me proare answered near the
vide some backend of the movie.
imdb
ground. “Hero” is
Some are left up
a film starring
to interpretaJet Li (“The
tion.
One”) with
“Hero,”
supportlike other
ing
cast
Hong Kong
including
cinema
Donnie
flicks, in
Yen (“Blade
genre enII”). It porcompasstrays
the
ing. To the
struggle for
American
unity among
m ov i e g o e r,
the split lands
these
movies
that are now China.
might seem to
Li’s character “Namehave multiple-personless” returns to the king of Qin
ality disorder (or whatever it
(Daoming Chen) to announce the is they are calling it these days).
successful assassination of three The characters in the film might
of the most notorious assassins be joking one moment, romancin the land. Just a governor of a ing the next, and finally capping
small piece of land, the king is a scene with some swordplay and
naturally concerned as to how he pugilism over a body of water.
successfully defeated three of the
In passing, Hong Kong cinema
best assassins in the land (two of is one of my favorite genre, and
them had previously stormed the because of this, I give high recastle, more of a match for the gards to “Hero.” However, it was
mass quantity of royal guards). not my favorite; I still must say
As Nameless goes on to explain that I particularly enjoy the works
what happened, the movie to re- of Yuen Woo-Ping, who had nothveals a flashback of each event as ing to do with the making of this
dictated by him.
film. It was still enjoyable and
After Nameless tells his story, well worth watching.
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The Rose Thorn

Hurricane Charley
I tell you
what to
think!!!
Brandon Hathaway
Opinions Editor
It has been about four years
since the last time New Smyrna
Beach was in danger of having a
hurricane or tropical storm even
come near, let alone hit. A hurricane is typically a very large system, so the weathermen with their
radars in Miami and orbiting eyes
can keep close watch on them.
Charley developed and grew
in the Caribbean, not the Atlantic Ocean, and pressed on to the
Gulf of Mexico which typically
poses more danger to Florida
than an ocean-bound hurricane.
Large storms approaching from
the east tend to follow the Gulf
Stream, which charges them with
its warmer water, up towards the
Carolinas, Virginia, states further
north, or simply back out to sea.
The path of Charley was expected to land in Tampa and go well
north of us in New Smyrna Beach,
simply dumping a little wind and
water on us, which is not a big
deal. We were surprised, though,
when it turned and became clear
that the mighty Category 4 hurricane was going to make landfall at Ft. Meyers, which is about
70 miles south of Tampa, the new
projected path would put the eye
much closer to us, bringing with it
heavier winds.
My
family
decided that we
should
purchase some water, batteries,
matches
and
chips.
There
were no batteries to be purchased, and I
think the only
thing we actually used was
the chips, because we were
fortunate and didn’t lose water.
My brother and I made it back
from the grocery store before the
rain started.
The first band, or segment of
severe weather that precedes the
main body of the hurricane, that
came through was loaded with
lightning; we lost power almost
immediately because that band
struck at transformers with a cell
that had an incredible concentration of electricity. And then suddenly, the severe weather stopped.
The rain, the thunder, the winds
were gone, but the clouds remained. Incredibly, the Utilities
Commission had crews out before
the bulk of the storm hit to try to
get lights back up. Electricity was
restored for about half an hour,
and they finally packed up and left
when the wind started to exceed
30 mph, and the primary body of
the hurricane was closing on us.
The strangest thing about the
hurricane is before it happens,
you just expect a powerful storm.
But when you’re in the thick of it,
nothing is like a standard storm;
the sounds of the wind, the appearance of the rain or the damage the day after. At around 7 pm,
it was far too early for sunset, but it
got very dark; it was extraordinary.

Summer storms happen very frequently here, almost every other
day. It gets dark in the middle afternoon, but this was incomparable. It was an eerie gray dark, and
the palm trees in the neighbors’
yards were bending almost comically. There was no lightning now,
which struck me as odd. Only gray
skies, 50 mile an hour winds, and
incredible rain.
The rain, though, was not like
the normal summer rains. Not
even the same as a severe thunderstorm. It seemed to blow past
in circular motions, like aquatic
clouds in the gales, rather than
falling from the sky. My mom, my
brother and I were playing Scattergories as the windows rocked in
their panes to the banshee roars of
the wind blowing past.
The intensity of the noise grew,
as the wind speed did, which eventually peaked here at 90 miles per
hour. Sometimes during thunderstorms, the wind howls briefly, but
Charley never stopped. From 8pm
until the wee hours of the morning, the hurricane screamed like a
freight train.
My dad, a City Commissioner,
decided at around 9 pm that he
should go to the City Building, rechristened the Emergency Operations Center for the week or so, to
find information and survey damage with the fire department. The
winds were projected to peak at 10
pm. Obviously, none of my family were particularly wild about
the idea, but he felt that he should
go. He took my truck. Strangely,
it was the only one that suffered
no window damage of those in the
parking lot.
It was
about that
time that
my mom,
my brother, and I
decided
that
we
shouldn’t
stay upstairs. After he left,
it was also
about the
time that
my brother wanted to try to open the front
door, to experience the force of nature. He pushed his body into the
door, and as it opened, he needed
his body to press it closed again. It
caught all of us by surprise.
In my parents’ bedroom, where
Spencer and I would sleep, there is
a sliding glass door that vocalized
its role that it was keeping the elements outside. Looking through
it, the gray skies were streaked
with seemingly unnatural greenblue glows that characterize the
appearance of storms of this intensity. Every once in a while you
could also see the blue flash of a
transformer exploding.
It was about now that I decided to go to sleep, since it was
pitch black and I figured there’d
be work to do in the next couple
of days. When I woke up, the
phones worked but the power did
not. We went for a walk to survey
the damage, and we found only
downed fencing and debris from
trees nearby. The cedar tree in the
neighbor’s yard, which had stood
for as long as I can remember,
was not simply blown down, as
trees had been in other storms I
had seen. Its branches and trunks
were twisted off of the tree - it
looked like it was struck by light-

The strangest thing
about the hurricane
is before it happens,
you just expect a lot
of wind and rain,
but it is nothing like
a standard storm.

From National Weather Service

Hurricane Charley exiting Florida just north of Daytona Beach

ning, without the telltale burn
marks - it was a curious physical
demonstration of the principles
of stresses and failures that I had
learned in classes that explained
structures.
Many folks had trees blown
down and twisted apart, a lot had
fences down, a few had porches
and carports knocked away and
one had a telephone pole in his
driveway. It was the friendliest
I had seen the neighborhood in
a long time, though; as everyone
was doing the same thing we
were, everyone was checking with
each other to make sure that the
superficial was the most extreme
damage that anyone had.
When we returned home, we
were without news, because we
had no batteries. The cell phones
did not function, the land lines
eventually went out, and we were
entirely cut off. My dad again went
out into the city to check on damage, this time without the screaming winds, raging rains and cover
of darkness. Spencer went with
him, so I spent the morning cleaning out the pool and teaching my
mom to play poker. Playing cards
need no electricity. We grew to not
even notice the oppressive heat. It
was just part of the scenery.
We had a propane grill and cold
fried chicken, which fed us. My
dad also delivers bread, so Spencer
and I assisted him on Sunday in
getting the load that was supposed
to go out Aug 13th (the Friday night
of the storm) to places that could
take it. The most striking thing to
notice was the lines at gas stations
and fast food joints. My dad also
pointed out that in his rounds earlier that morning, an older woman
in Publix (comparable to Baesler’s
up here) had wanted to purchase
20 bags of ice (that’s not a typo).
It was amusing and a little bit sad
that these older, wealthier people
who live in paradise and command a lot of money, more than
most people, probably, melt down
when inconvenienced.

As I mentioned earlier, our power was restored later that Sunday
afternoon, and the order of restoration was based on ease of doing
so and the number of people that
would receive electricity. A wing
of our neighborhood, the side with
the telephone pole in the resident’s
driveway, was without power for a
few days longer. A close friend of
ours lives on that end, and after
about a day longer of being without power than the rest of the
neighborhood, the mother of that
family began to think that their
exclusion was somehow political,
since we had power (Dad being
the elected official) and they did
not, and began to take it personally. It was a very stark change
from the extreme neighborliness
that we experienced the morning
before.
We
were
pretty
sure
that
everything would
blow
over
shortly,
as
soon as utilities were back
in everyone’s
homes, and it
seems that is
so. We already
felt back to normal, even before
the internet was plugged in. We
survived, and the Utilities Crews
worked very hard. It was really
powerful to see the might of the
Breath of God pass over my home
state and see the rich and sometimes powerful complain, panic
and become mean spirited in the
face of small adversity, compared
to what our fellow Floridians experienced on our Left Coast.
In a curious and unfortunate
turn of events, Hurricane Frances, the second major hurricane
to batter the state in three weeks,
made landfall around Vero Beach.
This storm was much larger and
much slower, but fortunately, not
quite as powerful when it challenged the Sunshine State’s claim

to its nickname. It stalled in the
Bahamas, hovering over the island nation for a day longer than
expected, letting the outer bands
drop rain and water on South
Florida. As Frances crept painfully slowly towards the state,
nowhere in the peninsula was
spared from her effects. This time
I was a thousand miles away, but
effects were largely the same at
home, except instead of having to
endure hurricane force gales for
three or four hours, the Category
One force winds and rains pummeled Volusia County for about a
day and a half.
The good news is, as I mentioned
earlier, that Hurricane Frances
was not as strong as Hurricane
Charley, and the clean up efforts
proceeded more expeditiously
and there has been a smaller cost
in both dollars
and
lives lost.
Electricity
and phone
service
have been
restored
faster. The
bad news
is that Hurricane Ivan
is barreling towards the Sunshine
State as you read this and could
threaten the residents of Florida
for an unprecedented fourth time
in a single hurricane season. Hurricane Bonnie preceded the others, and she broke down quickly
and, thankfully, did very little
harm in the panhandle.
This was my first real experience with a hurricane. When I first
got here, I used to joke with classmates that we did not get snow
days in Florida, we got hurricane
days. Growing up, they were welcome, because we had not experienced one of the tropical cyclones
since the 1960s. I doubt any of the
school-aged in Florida will think
of them that way again for a long
time.

The most striking
thing to notice afterwards was the lines
at gas stations and
fast food joints.
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Last week’s
sports
scores
Football (1-0)
Sept. 4
Earlham
12
at Rose-Hulman 16

Men’s Soccer (2-0)
Sept. 5
Illinois College 0
at Rose-Hulman 2
Sept. 8
Blackburn
0
at Rose-Hulman 4

The 2004 Rose-Hulman Athletic Hall of Fame
inductees.

Bob Thompson, part of the Rose-Hulman football and track coaching staff from
1977-1986, is the first coach to be inducted into the hall of fame since 1997.

Women’s Soccer (2-0)
Sept. 5
Illinois College
at Rose-Hulman

0
10

Sept. 8
Blackburn
1
at Rose-Hulman 4

Cross Country
Sept. 3
Illinois College M – 1st
at Rose-Hulman W – 1st

The Ultimate Student Discount:
FREE ACTIVATION!
Act now, and beat the back-to-school rush.

Offer good for college students with a valid student ID for a limited time.
In-store purchase and activation of a new line of service required.

Volleyball (0-1)
Sept. 1
Rose-Hulman
at Hanover

0
3

Get a feature rich
Sprint PCS Vision
Picture Phone

sm

Upcoming
athletic
events

just $

49.99

After Instant Savings
• Built in Digital Camera
• Built in Speaker Phone
• Sprint PCS Ready Link™ Capable

After $150 instant savings with in-store
purchase and activation of a new line
of service on a Sprint PCS Service Plan
with Vision.

Football

A $150 Instant
Savings

Saturday, Sept. 11
Rose-Hulman
at Mt. St. Joeseph
6:30 p.m. ET

JUST $50 PER MONTH

Men’s Soccer
Saturday, Sept. 11
Wittenberg Univ.
at Rose-Hulman
3 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 12
Earlham
at Rose-Hulman
3 p.m.

LOCAL ANYTIME
MINUTE CALLING

Add Nationwide Long Distance for just $5 more per month.
Other monthly charges apply. See below.**

Sprint PCS Vision Picture
phone pm-8200 by Sanyo®
Reg. $200

Offers require a two-year Sprint PCS® Advantage Agreement.

Hurry, Offer ends soon.
Sprint PCS. Now, that’s better.

Women’s Soccer
Saturday, Sept. 11
Wittenberg Univ.
at Rose-Hulman
1 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 12
Earlham
at Rose-Hulman
1 p.m.

Cross Country

Sprint has been awarded:

Certified PCS Visionsm Specialists, for complete demonstrations:
TERRE HAUTE
Full Sales & Service Center
4824 South US Highway 41
(812) 298-1722
M-Th: 10-7 Fri:10-8
Sat: 10-7
Sun: 1-5

Saturday, Sept. 3
Rose-Hulman
at Indiana State Invite
10:30 a.m.

Volleyball
Friday, Sept. 10

Rose-Hulman
at Rose-Hulman Invitational
6&8 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 11
Rose-Hulman
at Rose-Hulman Invitational
9:30&11:30 am

**Taxes, surcharges (including a USF charge which may change monthly and cost recovery fees of $.80) or other fees, which vary by market, not included. Surcharges are
not taxes or government-required charges.
Nationwide network reaches over 240 million people. Coverage may not be available everywhere. Subject to credit. Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Offers end 9/30/04. Must be
18 years old or older. Sprint PCS Fair & Flexible Plan: Includes a minimum of 300 monthly Anytime Minutes adjustable in 25 or 50 minutes increments for $2.50 with $0.07 per minute usage
above 1250 minutes. A non-refundable $36 phone activation fee and $150 early termination fee apply. A deposit may be required. Night and weekend minutes are Mon-Thurs 9pm-7am and Fri
9pm- Mon 7 am. Domestic roaming calls are charged $0.50 per minute and if applicable, an additional $0.25 per minute for long distance. Calls are rounded up to the next minute. Waived
Activation Fee: Requires in-store purchase and activation of a Sprint PCS wireless phone and service. Valid student id required. Savings: Instant savings only available at participating Sprint
Stores. Sanyo 8200 Phone Offer: Requires in-store purchase of the Sanyo 8200 Vision Picture Phone. $150 discount only available to new customers activating a new line of service, exisiting
customers adding a line of service and customers porting their number to Sprint. Required activation on either the Fair and Flexible plan at $35 or PCS Free and Clear Plans starting at $45 plus
vision attachment no later than 9/30/04. Preferred credit customers only. Better Wireless Guarantee: Return policy includes phone refund within 14 days (usage charges still apply). Phone upgrade
available after 18 months continuous service on plans $34.99 per month or higher while in good standing. Requires one or two year agreement upgrade. Copyright ©2004 Sprint. All rights reserved.
Sprint and the diamond logo are trademarks of Sprint Communications Company L.P.
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Ladies and girly-men... it’s the Flipside!
Leave Me Alone!

Sometimes, being a freshman can be tough. The
shock of moving away from home, the new demands of
college classes and professors, and the stresses of living
with a random roommate can all leave you pretty worn out.
And at the end of a long, hard day of being an introverted
freshman, I just want to disappear into the solitude of my
room, put on some Kollner Rundfunk records, cuddle up
in my bed, and pretend that I’m a starfish.
But, no! Since the beginning of orientation I have
been denied these simple pleasures. You know what I’m
talking about. The Night at the Races (I flatly refuse to
misspell the word “night”), the Outdoor Adventure, the
“Peg Leg Boogie” (maybe that one was new this year): we’ve
all experienced these. And it didn’t stop at orientation;
this entire week our well-meaning SA’s have been strongly
encouraging us to go for the Hallympics. Tender little
mama’s boy that I am, I’m still nursing my dodge ball
wounds (ow! my freakin’ thumb!). I would just like to say
that such events aren’t my cup of tea.
You see, there’s a very good reason I’m writing this:
so that for just 60 magical minutes I can be alone in the
solitary shell that is my dorm room! I can curl up, naked
and gooey, in the womb of my isolation!
Indeed, as I bask here in my laptop’s holy glow, I think
I have finally gleaned my purpose for this year! To share
my lonely joy with others and help my fellow introverted
classmates deal with the stress associated with human
interaction, I shall found a new campus group: the
isolation club! It’s high time that we all come apart in the
spirit of separation. If you are interested and want to join
the isolation club, talk to no one. We will have no meetings
(there will be punch and pie at every meeting) and our
activities will include spending our free time as far away
from each other as possible and sometimes accidentally
making eye contact on the way to class. See you there!
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Herbig’s Pun of the Week
If you’re bad at singing, please refrain and let psalmody else.

Wacky Prof Quotes
“I can probably count as high as some of you guys can.”
- Prof. Luegenbiehl, on advanced mathematics
“In my case, that would be the most boring movie ever.”
--Prof. Milanovic, on his epic autobiography
“Bad poets borrow, great poets steal.”
--Prof. Minster, on creative writing techniques
“If you add those two orders of magnitude together, you get 11 orders
of magnitude difference.”
--Prof. Mellor, on creative mathematical techniques
“We actually get to talk about sexual reproduction. I could get a video,
listen to the soundtrack, boom chicka wow wow...fired...so fast!”
--Prof. Dee, on career security
“I’d love to be a garbage-man. They have so much POWER!”
--Prof. Luegenbiehl, on career choices
“Well, if yours doesn’t work, you must be a loser.”
--Prof. Simoni, on the disappointments of failure
“No one is going to spoon-feed you. They might put the spoon in your
mouth and ram it down your throat instead...”
--Prof. Grimaldi, on Rose teaching style
“The women are easy.”
--Prof. Graves, on calling roll
“Using the mail to all students is great for conspiracies!”
--Prof. Anderson, on the usefulness of ANGEL

Top Ten Ways to Get to Know Midgley
10. Tell him you know Hertz
9. Start up an interesting conversation about budget
allowances and tenure disputes
8. Kill Jodie Foster for him
7. Buy a blue feather once there are five hearts in his
diary
6. Skywriting
5. Ask him if he could beat up Hulbert
4. Show him your etchings
3. Invite him to rush your fraternity
2. Give him flowers, chocolates, your firstborn
1. Two words: World domination

“I don’t want to think that way; that’s the wrong way to think.”
--Prof. Leader, on thinking
“I’m a poor bridge-drawer.”
--Prof. Simoni, on rough drafting
“I guess if I were to jump off the Empire State Building... Well, it’s my
right as an American citizen, right?”
--Prof. Hoover, talking about mobilities of electrons in
semiconductors
Send your prof quotes or other humor material to :
flipside@rose-hulman.edu

This Day in History
In 1977, Charlene Williams meets Gerald Gallego
in Sacremento. They fall in
love, move in together, and
kill at least ten people. And
killing is funny.
In Addition
For the 2004-2005 school
year, the part of Dr. Richard House will be played by
esteemed Broadway actor
Matthew Broderick, reprising his 2001-2002 role.
The Little Line o’ Litigious Lard: The content of The Flipside is intended to be purely humorous, and it does not represent the opinions of The Rose Thorn or Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology.
It doesn’t represent anybody’s opinions, I hope. If you’re offended, well, it happens. All material is copyright of its respective owner. The green laser, she is like a woman. She must be held gently.

